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Electoral Process and Voting Behaviour in India

Part A Introduction
Program: Class: BA Year: IV Session: 2024-25
Honours/Research
Subject: Political Science
1 | Course Code A4-POSC1D
2 | Course Title Electoral Process and Voting Behaviour in India
3 | Course Type (Core Course/ Discipline Specific Elective =
Discipline Specific Elective)
4 | Pre-requisite (if any) To study this course, a student must have had this subject in
Degree.
5 | Course Learning outcomes | Students at the successful completion of the course will
(CLO) be able to;
| Explain the historical background of electoral politics
of India.
2. Understand the structure and manner of functioning
of Election Commission of India.
3. Understand the political issues in Electoral Politics.
4. Explain the deferent elements of voting behaviour of
India.
5. Understand the role of political parties in Electoral
process
6 | Credit Value 4
7 | Total Marks Max. Marks: 30 + 70 | Min. Passing Marks: 35

Part B- Content of the Course

Total No. of Lectures-Tutorials-Practical (in hours per week): 4 Hours per week
Total Lectures-60 Hours

Unit Topics No. of Lectures
(1 Hour Each)
1. Electoral Democracy: Electoral Politics in India-Pre and Post- 10

Independence, Nature and Characteristics. Main features of The
Representation of the People Act, 1951

2. Election Commission of India: Composition, Powers and 15
Functions. Merits and Demerits of Electoral system in India,
Political Participation-General Elections in India since 1952.
Management of Elections: Model Code of Conduct, Filing
Election Nominations and Affidavits

. Political parties in India-Composition, Structure and Role: 10
a) National Parties
b) Regional Parties

4. Issues in Electoral Politics: Corruption, Money power, booth 10
capturing, Politics of Political Defections and Reservations.

Need of Reforms in Present Electoral System-Reports of
Tarkunde, Goswamy, Indrajeet Gupta Committees and Efforts of
Election Commission of India.

5 Public Opinion and Voting Behaviour 15
Public Opinion: Meaning and its role in Democratic Politics.
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Voting Behaviour: Meaning, Nature and Determinants of voting
behaviour: Caste, Religion, Language, Region etc.

Keywords/Tags: Electoral Politics, Election Commission, Public Opinion,Voting Behaviour

Part C-Learning Resources

Text Books, Reference Books, Other resources

Suggested Readings:

1. Basu. D.D, Introduction to Constitution of India, Nagpur, Lexis Nexis Butterworths, 201 8.

2. P.R.Brass. The Politics of India since Independence, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
1974.

3. C.P.Bhambhari, Politics in India since Independence, Delhi, Shipra Publications, 1990.
4.].C.Aggarwal&N.K.Choudari, Election in India, Shipra Publications, New Delhi, 1998.

5. R.Ali, Representative Democracy and Concept of Free and Fair Elections, Deep and Deep
Publications, New Delhi, 2006.

6. D.Anand, Electoral Reforms-Curbing Role of Money Power, Indian Institute of Public
Administration, New Delhi, 2005.

7. A.Bajpai, Indian Electoral System-An Analytical Study, Nardeen Book Centre, New Delhi, 2002.
8. A.K.Bhagat, Elections and Electoral Reforms in India, Vikas Publications, New Delhi, 2006.

9. R.P.Bhalla, The Electoral System. Its Operation, and Implications for Democracy in India,
Teaching Politics, New Delhi, 1989.

10. R.Hegde, Electoral Reforms-Lack of Political Will, Bangalore, Karnataka State Janata Party,
1987.

11. P.N.Sharma, Elections and National Politics, Shipra Publications, New Delhi, 2004.

12. Eldersveld, S.J, Experimental Propaganda Techniques and Voting Behaviour, The American
Political Science Review, New York, 1986.

13. Eldersveld, S.J. Theory and Method in Voting Behaviour Research, The American Political
Science Review, New York, 1992,

14. Jain, S, State Funding of Elections and Political Parties in India Journal of the Indian Law
Institute, Allahabad, 1999.

15. Sridharan, E, Toward State Funding of Elections in India: A Comparative Perspective on
Possible Options, The Journal of Policy Reforms, 3:3, pp.229-254.

Suggested equivalent online courses:

Part D-Assessment and Evaluation

Suggested Continuous Evaluation Methods:
Maximum Marks : 100
Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) : 30 Marks University Exam (UE): 70 Marks

Internal Assessment : Continuous Class Test Assignment/Presentation

Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) 30
External Assessment : Section(A) : Very Short Questions

University Exam Section Section (B) : Short Questions 70
Time : 03.00 Hours Section (C) : Long Questions
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